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1 . BELOW IS THE TEXT OF PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVE/NSC-40: 


2. BEGIN TEXT: 

TO: THE SECRETARY OF STATE, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ALSO: THE DIRECTOR, ARMS CONTROL AND DISARMAMENT 
AGENCY, THE CHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, THE 
DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

SUBJECT: US-USSR TALKS ON CONVENTIONAL ARMS RESTRAINT 


3. THE US DELEGATION TO THE US-USSR TALKS ON CON- 
VENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS IN HELSINKI, JULY 18-28, SHOULD 
SEEK TO RESOLVE THE REGIONAL WORKING GROUP ISSUE BEFORE 
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OPENING THIS ROUND. IF THE SOVIET DELEGATION PROVES 
RELUCTANT TO ESTABLISH A REGIONAL WORKING GROUP OR 
PLACES UNACCEPTABLE PRECONDITIONS ON ITS AGENDA, THE 
US DELEGATION SHOULD PROVIDE WASHINGTON ITS RECOMMENDED 
COURSE OF ACTION FOR CONSIDERATION. THE US DELEGATION 


SHOULD TAKE NO ACTIONS WHICH WOULD LEND STATUS TO THE 
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SOVIET "NEIGHBORS" PROPOSAL. INCLUDING AGREEING TO 
DISCUSS THAT PROPOSAL AS A CONDITION FOR ESTABLISHING 
A REGIONAL WORKING GROUP. 

4. IF THE REGIONAL WORKING GROUP ISSUE IS RESOLVED 
SATISFACTORILY, THE DELEGATION SHOULD MOVE THE 
DISCUSSION OF POLITICAL/LEGAL CRITERIA IN PARALLEL 
WITH THE DISCUSSION OF MILITARY/TECHNICAL GUIDELINES. 

IN DISCUSSING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RESTRAINT, THE 
DELEGATION SHOULD INDICATE THAT THE US WOULD SEEK 
RECIPIENT ACCEPTANCE OF SPECIFIC RESTRAINT GUIDELINES; 
HOWEVER, IN CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES (INCLUDING IN 
AFRICA), THE US WOULD BE PREPARED TO IMPLEMENT MULTI- 
LATERAL SUPPLIER RESTRAINT WITHOUT RECIPIENT AGREEMENT. 

5. IN THE DISCUSSION OF REGIONAL RESTRAINT, THE 
DELEGATION IS AUTHORIZED TO PRESENT ITS PROPOSAL 
CONCERNING SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA AND AS NECESSARY INDICATE 
THAT WE WOULD ALSO BE WILLING TO DISCUSS NORTH WEST 
AFRICA. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES IS EGYPT TO BE 
INCLUDED IN THE SCOPE OF THE DISCUSSIONS. 

6. AT THE OUTSET OF THE DISCUSSION OF RESTRAINT IN 
LATIN AMERICA, THE DELEGATION SHOULD NOTE THAT THE US 
CONSIDERS THE REGION TO INCLUDE ALL OF THE STATES OF 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN. CUBAN PARTICIPATION 
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WILL NOT. HOWEVER, BE A NECESSARY CONDITION FOR 
EVENTUAL US AGREEMENT TO A LATIN AMERICAN RESTRAINT 
INITIATIVE SUCH AS THAT PROPOSED BY THE AYACUCHO 
COUNTRIES. 

7. SIGNED DAVID AARON, DEPUTY ASSISTANT TO THE 
PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS. END TEXT. 

8. PD IS CLASSIFIED SECRET. CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 
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